
501(c)(3) organization or nonprofit organization working with a 501(c)(3) fiscal sponsor

Utah-based organization

Serves historically and systematically marginalized populations

Committed to racial equity

Case management

Child care assistance

Digital equity

Food security

Health equity

Housing or rental assistance

Language accessibility

Mental health support services

Transportation services

1.Who is eligible to apply?

 Organizations are eligible to apply if they meet all of the following criteria:

a.

b.

c.

d.

2. What projects does the grant cover?

COVID-19 related emergency assistance, which includes but is not limited to:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

3. Can an organization still apply if they already received CARES Act funding?

Yes, as long as the previously received funds covered a different timeframe than the designated period

of this grant, which is from July 1, 2020 to December 30, 2020, or if the funds were spent on different

organizational or project expenses. The CARES Act funds cannot be spent on the same project during

the same time period.

4. What is considered to be CARES Act funding?

Federal CARES Act funding may have been granted through one of the following programs: Payroll

Protection Program (PPP) grants, EIDL emergency loans (only the grant portion is applicable), Salt Lake

County SBIG grants, or other City or County grants that specifically say they are CARES Act funds. If

you have received funding from any other source, and if you are not sure if this is CARES Act funding,

please call the hotline to inquire.

5. What period of time does the grant cover?

Grant funds must be spent on expenses incurred between July 1, 2020 and December 30,2020.

Expenses that occurred prior to July 1, 2020, and any prepaid expenses occurring after December 30,

2020, are not allowed.

ELIGIBILITY

COVID-19 RACIAL EQUITY & INCLUSION GRANT 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments


6. Are public higher education institutions eligible to receive funds?

Institutions of higher education are eligible for funding. Please upload a brief letter on University

letterhead explaining that the institution is designated with a 501c3 status due to its public university

classification.

 

7. May organizations engage another nonprofit agency to carry out some of the activities in the project?

A separate nonprofit organization can partner with the organization applying for the grant. Our agency

is flexible in how you choose to list the expenses as long as you clearly delineate your expenses and the

expenses of the partnering organization.

 8. Can an organization serving several counties target a specific neighborhood with this project?

A more targeted approach with this project is appropriate even if your organization’s outreach extends

beyond the designated areas of the project.

ELIGIBILITY CONTINUED

 9. Where can organizations access the application?

https://multicultural.utah.gov/

10. Where can organizations access a PDF copy of the grant application?

Please send an email to mcagrants@utah.gov.

11. If an organization submitted an application for a username and password and have not heard back

within 48 hours, where can they receive their login credentials?

Contact Kristin Mead at kristinmead@utah.gov.

12. When are applications due?

Friday, August 21, 2020 at 11:59 p.m.

13. What documents need to be included with the application?

The application must include a project budget, 501(c)(3) determination letter, and organizational

financial statement (i.e., IRS Form 990, audited financial statement, or internal financial statement such

as a balance sheet or profit and loss statement).

14. What file formats can be uploaded?

Files can be any format but cannot exceed 5MB.

15. Who will review the applications?

The Racial Equity and Inclusion Advisory Council will review applications, which consists of members of

the Multicultural Advisory Committee for the State of Utah's COVID-19 Response and Utah Department

of Heritage and Arts.

APPLICATION 

https://multicultural.utah.gov/
http://utah.gov/
http://utah.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N93OAG3E9nYY1LyQd2JBYaqRUhsRC6Uq/view?usp=sharing


16. How many awards do you anticipate under this grant?

A specific number of grants is not predetermined. The Advisory Council will review all the applications

and determine the number of grants to award.

17. Do you suggest that nonprofits limit the number of emergency needs categories that they could

potentially assist with?

The Advisory Council encourages organizations to select the number of categories that are within the

capacity of their staff and agency.

18. What are the criteria for individuals that organizations can assist with these funds?

The Advisory Council leaves this decision to each organization to determine what criteria is most

important for the communities they serve. Please specify your process in your application.

APPLICATION CONTINUED

BUDGET

 19. Where can organizations access the budget template?

Please refer to this link.

 20. What is the total dollar amount that will be awarded?

The grant will distribute a total of $1 million in the first round of funding. If additional funds are

appropriated or received, the Advisory Council may have an opportunity to return to the application

pool and distribute these funds at a later date.

21. How much funding can an organization apply for?

Up to $50,000.

22. What would be the minimum dollar amount considered for an award?

A minimum grant amount is not required.

23. Can an organization use a different budget template than what is provided?

Yes, as long as the anticipated income and expenses are listed. The more detailed, the better.

24. What are qualified expenses for the grant?

This grant program is focused on emergency basic needs assistance, so funds should be used for specific

project expenses. These funds should not be used for the organization's operational expenses.

Organizational rent, technology purchases, and non-project staff will not be funded.

25. Can organizations use funds to pay families directly for their financial needs?

No, passthrough funds for items such as rent or mortgage assistance, medical bills, groceries, utilities,

etc. must be paid directly to the agency overseeing these payments and not as cash or check payments

to individuals or their households.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N93OAG3E9nYY1LyQd2JBYaqRUhsRC6Uq/view?usp=sharing


BUDGET CONTINUED

In the budget template, organizations only need to list other financial donations related specifically

to the proposed project. 

In the narrative questions, please list all CARES Act and other donations related to the

organization’s COVID-19 relief efforts.

 26. Can these funds be used for employees’ salaries providing services for this project?

The funding may be used to staff employees working on the project (either on a contract basis or as a

fraction of their annual salary and/or benefits). Please list personnel in individual line items under the

personnel category of the budget template.

27. Does the grant have a cap on personnel costs?

The grant does not place a cap on personnel funding. Depending on the organization and project, it is

important for the Advisory Council to see a significant positive impact from grant funding on

multicultural communities, not just on the employees of the organization.

28. Do organizations provide the name of the staff in the budget or will their title suffice?

Listing the title(s) of the individual(s) receiving funding from the grant is sufficient. Organizations do not

need to list the name(s) of the person(s).

29. Can the expenses also include rent that is paid for the organization itself?

Expenses for this grant will not cover operational expenses for the organization, such as rent, except for

the applicable portion of salaries and benefits of staff who will directly work on the project.

30. Can organizations use prepaid cards or gift cards as a way to provide resources such as

transportation, food, etc?

Gift cards are not the preferred method of support but the Advisory Council recognizes it may be

necessary. If you plan on purchasing gift cards, please justify this in your application. Gift cards can only

be purchased for specific stores (e.g., grocery stores) and cannot be general cards (e.g., Visa gift cards).

31. Do organizations list financial donations for all COVID-19 relief or only donations for this specific

COVID-19 Racial Equity and Inclusion grant project?

a.

b.

32. For other grant contributions, should this be committed or projected?

Please include both committed and projected financial contributions.

PAYMENT

33. When will organizations be notified of their selection and when will they receive their grants?

Early September 2020.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N93OAG3E9nYY1LyQd2JBYaqRUhsRC6Uq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N93OAG3E9nYY1LyQd2JBYaqRUhsRC6Uq/view?usp=sharing


REPORT 

37.  When is the report due?

Reports are due on January 30, 2021.

38. What needs to be included in the funding report?

Organizations will have to detail how they spent their entire funding (the expenses it paid), the date

period it was spent in, the population served and the outcomes of the project. Report templates will be

sent out after the first payment and then again in December 2020. Since this is federal CARES Act

funding, accurate reporting is important.

39. Do organizations need to submit receipts for expenses?

Organizations do not need to submit receipts. The Advisory Council will ask for a summary report of

funds spent to be submitted in January 2021. For best practice, however, all organizations should

maintain thorough internal financial records.

PAYMENT CONTINUED

34. How will organizations receive the grant payment?

Once the Advisory Council determines the grant amount and notifies the organization of the grant

award, the State will set up the organization as a vendor within the finance system, which requires a

Form W-9, and then send out a grant agreement (contract) to the organization. Once this is signed and

sent back (usually electronically through email), the Utah Department of Heritage & Arts will approve

the payment to State Finance. The grant award will then be sent by mail within a few days as a check

from the State of Utah.

35. What if organizations are not awarded the full amount that they requested? Can they adjust the

project to fit the budget?

Organizations can adjust the scope of their project to fit the grant award. The Advisory Council will

provide further details if they cannot fund an organization’s entire request.

36. What happens if an organization has not fully utilized their grant funding?

Any money not expended by December 30, 2020 must be paid back. A good plan is important!

CONTACT

multicultural.utah.gov
MCAgrants@utah.gov
(801) 900-3478 / M-F / 9a-1p

40. Where can an organization find more information?
a.
b.
c.

41. Can organizations speak to someone in a language other than English?
Spanish language assistance is available on Tuesdays and Arabic on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
(801) 900-3478.

42. Where can organizations access the technical assistance webinar?
The recording is available on Facebook, YouTube or our website.

https://multicultural.utah.gov/
http://utah.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=342461537113643
https://youtu.be/_NNvkARL9NM
https://multicultural.utah.gov/racial-equity-fund/

